On July 1st, the Crime Victim
Services Division in the Office of
the Attorney General will be four
years old. Back in 2017 new
legislation gathered state victim
of crime services together and
put them in a single agency,

The same goes for our de-
partments of compensation,
the Ombudsman'’s office and
our provider certification
department. By every meas-
ure of productivity, such as
caseload, processing times,
and standards improvement,
state victim services are
much improved compared to
where they were four years
ago. That's not to say we
plan to coast along. Im-
provements in our grants
management system and
our compensation claims
system are sorely needed
but are now within reach. |
am confident that, with the
team we have in place, we
will get there.



One of the most challenging cas-
es we have come across oc-
curred last Christmas, at the
height of the pandemic.

A woman and her four children,
all of whom were under ten
years old, were staying at a shel-


https://www.healthline.com/health/juvenile-rheumatoid-arthritis
https://www.healthline.com/health/juvenile-rheumatoid-arthritis
https://www.healthline.com/health/juvenile-rheumatoid-arthritis
https://www.healthline.com/health/juvenile-rheumatoid-arthritis
http://blog.arthritis.org/news/juvenile-arthritis-awareness-month
http://blog.arthritis.org/news/juvenile-arthritis-awareness-month
http://blog.arthritis.org/news/juvenile-arthritis-awareness-month
http://www.arthritis.org/about-arthritis/types/juvenile-arthritis/
https://www.healthline.com/health/arthritis
https://www.rheumatology.org/I-Am-A/Patient-Caregiver/Diseases-Conditions/Juvenile-Arthritis

The Department of Crime Victim
Assistance Grants (DCVAG) has
been working on evaluating
applications for the Victims of
Crime Act (VOCA), Violence
Against Women Act (VAWA), and
the State Victim Assistance Pro-
gram (SVAP) grant funds. This
year, South Carolina’s FFY2021
VOCA award is $17.2 million,
which is a significant decrease
from the $25.9 million we re-
ceived in 2020 and the $34.7
million received in 2019.

As a result of cautious manage-
ment of the VOCA program in re-
cent years, some unobligated
funds are available as well to help
mitigate this federal decrease.
South Carolina’s FFY2021 VAWA
award will be $2.4 million which is
basically the same as the
FFY2020 award. SVAP’s award is
anticipated to be approximately
$600,000.

After the Department completes
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Chalk this article up to Pandem-
ic brain or moments of intro-
spection, but | have spent some
of my aging gray matter contem-
plating why we do what we do.
Put another way, why does our
society -through our government
- provide special financial bene-
fits to citizens of our state who
have been victims of crime?

| think the heart of why we de-
vote significant resources to
help crime victims is because of
how our criminal justice system
is set up. Crime victims are a
very unique class of individuals
in our criminal justice system.
They are the injured party and
yet they are not a party to the
criminal case.

The Sixth Amendment to the
United States Constitution
reads as follows: In all criminal
prosecutions, the accused shall
enjoy the right to a speedy and
public trial, by an impartial jury
of the state and district wherein
the crime shall have been com-
mitted, which district shall have
been previously ascertained by
law, and to be informed of the
nature and cause of the accu-
sation; to be confronted with
the witnesses against him; to
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have compulsory process for
obtaining witnesses in his favor,
and to have the assistance of
counsel for his defense.

Nowhere in this Amendment or
any other Amendment to the
United States Constitution are
crime victims and their rights in
the criminal justice system men-
tioned. So basically the state
through the court system is the
party that prosecutes the case
and the alleged offender is the
other party — as the defendant.

Essentially by giving the state
the responsibility for prosecuting
crimes in concert with law en-
forcement who charge the
crimes, the state is saying to the
victims, “Hey victims, We Got
your back. On behalf of society
we’re going to take the responsi-
bility of protecting you, and then
when you are injured or killed by
crime, we will prosecute the of-
fender.”

But what happens when the
state doesn’t protect its citi-
zens? What happens when resti-
tution is not requested, ordered,
or enforced? What happens
when the victim loses their job,
their house or their savings be-
cause of a crime that the state
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Psoriasis
Awareness Month

https://
www.consumerhealthd

igest.com/health-
awareness/psoriasis-
awareness-
month.html

Awareness Month is a
public health and
awareness campaign
sponsored by the Na-
tional Psoriasis Foun-
dation for educating
the public, raising
awareness and dispel-
ling myths about the
disease. Psoriasis is a
chronic, non-
contagious, genetic
autoimmune disease
that causes red, scaly
patches on the skin. It
can also crack, itch
and bleed. It is actual-
ly the most common
among all the autoim-
mune diseases in the
United States and it
affects approximately
7.5 million people in
the US.

The main goal of the
public health and
awareness campaign
is to raise awareness,
encourage research
and advocate for bet-
ter care for individuals
who have psoriasis. It
is also for educating
the public about the
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National Cholesterol
Awareness Month

https://www.cdc.gov/
cholesterol choleste-
ol_education_month.

ht

Children, young
adults and older
Americans can have
high cholesterol. High
cholesterol  usually
doesn’t have any
symptoms. As a re-
sult, many people do
not know that their
cholesterol levels are
too high. High choles-
terol can be con-
trolled through life-
style changes or if it
is not enough,
through medications.
It's important to
check your cholester-
ol levels. High choles-
terol is a major risk
factor for heart dis-
ease, the leading
cause of death in the
United States.

September is Nation-
al Cholesterol Educa-
tion Month, a good
time to get your blood
cholesterol checked
and take steps to
lower it if it is high.
National Cholesterol
Education Month is
also a good time to
learn about lipid pro-
files and about food
and lifestyle choices
that help you reach
personal cholesterol
goals.
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UNITED HOUSING CONNECTIONS
(UHC)
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