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Request for Proposals Solicitation  

 

FFY2022 Victims of Crime Act (VOCA) Funds 

FFY2022 Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) Funds 

FY2023 State Victims Assistance Program (SVAP) Funds 

 
 
 
The South Carolina Office of the Attorney General, Department of Crime Victim 
Assistance Grants, is pleased to announce the availability of VOCA, VAWA, and SVAP 
funds to eligible agencies and organizations that apply. Each of the three funding 
programs listed above has its own specific requirements and focus, so applicants are 

https://agogrants.scag.gov/
mailto:jcorey@scag.gov
mailto:tabithaheck@scag.gov
mailto:shoffman@scag.gov
mailto:bhouse@scag.gov
mailto:angelameadows@scag.gov
mailto:bbrooks@scag.gov
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Office of the Attorney General 
Department of Crime Victim Assistance Grants    

 
Barbara Jean (B.J.) Nelson 
Director 
Crime Victim Services Division 
 bnelson@scag.gov

mailto:bnelson@scag.gov
mailto:jcorey@scag.gov
mailto:bbrooks@scag.gov
mailto:tabithaheck@scag.gov
mailto:bhouse@scag.gov
mailto:shoffman@scag.gov
mailto:angelameadows@scag.gov
mailto:kbuckley@scag.gov
mailto:kelleyanderson@scag.gov
mailto:lbarnes@scag.gov
mailto:lmedlin@scag.gov
mailto:EmilyMerritt@scag.gov
mailto:Austinelsenheimer@scag.gov
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Introduction 
 

Thank you for your interest in seeking funding from the Department of Crime Victim 
Assistance Grants in the South Carolina Attorney General’s Office.  We encourage you 
to read through this document in its entirety as you prepare to apply for consideration.  
All applicants must meet the eligibility requirements.  Completed applications, 
including attaching the required documents, should be submitted through our AGO 
grants portal no later than 5:00 p.m. on April 27, 2022.  Late applications will not be 
accepted.  Note: Due to the possibility of a 

https://www.ovc.gov/pubs/comparison-VOCA-victim-assistance-guidelines-and-final-rule.pdf
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The definition regarding victims is stated in the Omnibus Criminal Justice Improvement Act for 

http://www.usdoj.gov/ovw/
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enforcement agencies in order to improve the enforcement of protection orders. Jessica 
Gonzales Victim Assistants shall have expertise in domestic violence, dating violence, sexual 
assault, or stalking and may undertake the following activities: 

a. developing, in collaboration with prosecutors, courts, and victim service providers, 
standardized response policies for local law enforcement agencies, including the use of 
evidence-based indicators to assess the risk of domestic and dating violence homicide 
and prioritize dangerous or potentially lethal cases;  

b. notifying persons seeking enforcement of protection orders as to what responses will be 
provided by the relevant law enforcement agency;  

c. referring persons seeking enforcement of protection orders to supplementary services 
(such as emergency shelter programs, hotlines, or legal assistance services); and  

d. taking other appropriate action to assist or secure the safety of the person seeking 
enforcement of a protection order.  

13. Providing funding to law enforcement agencies, victim services providers, and state, tribal, 
territorial, and local governments (which funding stream shall be known as the Crystal Judson 
Domestic Violence Protocol Program) to promote: 

a. the development and implementation of training for local victim domestic violence service 
providers and to fund victim services personnel to be known as “Crystal Judson Victim 
Advocates,” to provide supportive services and advocacy for victims of domestic violence 
committed by law enforcement personnel;  

b. the implementation of protocols within law enforcement agencies to ensure consistent and 
effective responses to the commission of domestic violence by personnel within such 
agencies such as the model policy promulgated by the International Association of Chiefs 
of Police (“Domestic Violence by Police Officers: A Policy of the IACP, Police Response 
to Violence Against Women Project” July 2003); and 

c. the development of such protocols in collaboration with state, tribal, territorial and local 
victim services providers and domestic violence coalitions. 

 
Note: Any law enforcement, state, tribal, territorial, or local government agency receiving 
funding under the Crystal Judson Domestic Violence Protocol Program shall, on an annual 
basis, receive additional training on the topic of incidents of domestic violence committed by 
law enforcement personnel from domestic violence and sexual assault nonprofit organizations 
and, after a period of two years, provide a report of the adopted protocol to the Department, 
including a summary of progress in implementing such protocol. As such, states and territories 
are responsible for ensuring that each subrecipient receiving funds under this purpose area 
will receive the required annual training. States are also responsible for ensuring that 
subrecipients submit their two-year report to the Department. States and territories must notify 
and provide OVW with a list of subrecipient recipients awarded STOP funds under the Crystal 
Judson Domestic Violence Protocol Program.  

14. Developing and promoting state, local, or tribal legislation and policies that enhance best 
practices for responding to domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, and stalking.  

15. Developing, implementing, or enhancing Sexual Assault Response Teams or other similar 
coordinated community responses to sexual assault.  
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16. Developing and strengthening policies, protocols, best practices, and training for law 
enforcement agencies and prosecutors relating to the investigation and prosecution of sexual 
assault cases and the appropriate treatment of victims.  

17. Developing, enlarging or strengthening programs addressing sexual assault against men, 
women, and youth in correctional or detention settings.  

18. Identifying and conducting inventories of backlogs of sexual assault evidence collection kits 
and developing protocols and policies for responding to and addressing such backlogs, 
including protocols and policies for notifying and involving victims.  

19. Developing, enlarging, or strengthening programs and projects to provide services and 
responses to male and female victims of domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, 
or stalking, whose ability to access traditional services and responses is affected by their 
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¶ Provide statistical information to the DCVAG concerning staff, volunteers, and clients (no 
names). 
 

VAWA Specific - Additional Requirements: 

¶ Meet non-supplanting requirement. 

¶ Meet all Personal Health Information Protection Act, 2004 requirements.  

 

PURPOSE 

This document provides potential applicants with program criteria and eligibility information so 

that project application proposals may be prepared. The DCVAG is strongly committed to working 

closely with potential applicants to provide technical assistance and information on a proposal 

when requested. However, the DCVAG staff cannot assist applicants with the actual preparation 

of their proposals. During the period of time between the publication date of the Request for 

Proposals and the date that competitive proposals are due, the DCVAG can answer technical 

questions about the grant application.  

 

PROGRAM PURPOSE AREAS 

 

Victims of Crime Act (VOCA) 

 

The VOCA guidelines require that each state allocate at least ten percent (10%) of the total VOCA 

allotment to be spent in each of the following priority program areas: 

● Sexual Assault 

● Domestic Violence 

● Child Abuse and Neglect 

● Previously Underserved Victims of Violent Crime - may include but is not limited to: 

● Survivors of Homicide Victims 

● Elder Abuse Victims** 

● DUI/DWI Victims 

● Adult Survivors of Incest 

 ** For the purpose of this program, elder abuse is defined as the mistreatment of older 

persons through physical, sexual, or psychological violence, neglect, or economic exploitation 

and fraud. 
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ESTIMATED TIMELINE AND OVERVIEW OF THE 

APPLICATION PROCESS 

 

GRANT PERIOD: October 1, 2022 – September 30, 2023 

 
 
 

Estimated Timeline 
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proposed as match could not be directly funded as part of the application budget, it cannot be 

used as match. 

Volunteer services used as in-kind match are allowable. VOCA projects must have at least one 

volunteer providing assistance to the project regardless of the kind of match used. Volunteer 

services may be professional or technical services, consultants, skilled, or unskilled labor 

assisting on the project. The rate is $25 an hour for all direct or on-call service volunteer hours. 
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assistance with victim impact statements. 

¶ Services that offer an immediate measure of safety to crime victims such as boarding-up 
broken windows and replacing or repairing locks. 

¶ Forensic examinations for sexual assault victims only to the extent that other funding sources 
(such as State Crime Victim's Compensation, private insurance, or public benefits) are 

-



 

17 | P a g e  
 

¶ Funds can be used to purchase memberships if the following criteria are met: (1) funds can 



 

18 | P a g e  
 

FUNDING RESTRICTIONS OR UNALLOWABLE EXPENSES/LINE ITEMS 

The following services, activities, and costs will not be approved for grant funding (See also 

Federal Guidelines - Appendix B): 

¶ Fund raising activities. 

¶ No out-of-state travel (unless approved because required certifications or re-certifications are 
not offered in South Carolina). 

¶ Lobbying and administrative reform. Funds cannot support victim legislation or administrative 
reform, whether conducted directly or indirectly. 

¶ Perpetrator rehabilitation and counseling. Subrecipients cannot use funds to offer 
rehabilitative services to offenders. (Not applicable to VAWA.) 

¶ Activities directed at prosecuting an offender and/or improving the criminal justice system's 
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PROJECT REVIEW REQUIREMENTS AND OVERVIEW 

The following pages explain the standards by which each application is judged and items of 

importance during the review process: 

¶ Project Definition - Any funds requested must be for the implementation of a new project or 
continuation of a successful existing project.  The project must address the activities as 
identified on the grant. 

¶ Project Impact and Priority Areas - The project should be designed to address the crime victim 
service problems and needs of the area to be served. An analysis of how this project could 
improve these problems should be shown. 

¶ Project Feasibility - Applications should describe sufficiently and clearly how the project will 
be implemented. 

¶ Interagency Collaboration - 
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Personal Advocacy refers to assisting victims in securing rights and services from other 

agencies; intervention with employers, creditors, and others on behalf of victims; and other 

general information on rights and remedies available to victims. 

Shelter/Safe House refers to offering emergency short-term and long-term housing and related 

support services to victims and members of their family following victimization. 

Therapy refers to intensive professional psychological/psychoanalytic treatment for individuals, 

couples, and family members. This includes the evaluation of mental health needs, as well as the 

actual delivery of psychotherapy. 

Training refers to information imparted to a person who will use that information in the daily 

performance of their duties. 

VAWA-Specific Definitions 

Child/Children - 
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Law Enforcement - The term "law enforcement" means a public agency charged with policing 
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APPENDIX B 

Federal Guidelines - Allowable/Unallowable Costs and Activities 

The allowable costs listed below are costs that are allowed under the VOCA Assistance Grant 

Program. After reviewing applications submitted in response to the RFA, the Council may decide 

that it is in the best interest of the state not to fund one or more of the allowable activities listed 

below.  

 

§ 94.119 Allowable Direct Service Costs  

Direct services for which VOCA funds may be used include, but are not limited to, the following:  

(a) Immediate emotional, psychological, and physical health and safety—Services that respond 

to immediate needs (other than medical care, except as allowed under paragraph (a)(9) of this 

section) of crime victims, including, but not limited to:  

1) Crisis intervention services,  
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(b) Personal advocacy and emotional support – Personal advocacy and emotional support, 

including, but not limited to:  

1) Working with a victim to assess the impact of the crime,  

2) Identification of victim's needs,  

3) Case management,  

4) Management of practical problems created by the victimization,  

5) Identification of resources available to the victim,  

6) Provision of information, referrals, advocacy, and follow-up contact for continued 

services, as needed, or  

7) Traditional, cultural, and/or alternative therapy/healing (e.g., art therapy, yoga) 

(Please note: Agencies will not be funded to solely provide services under this item as 

existing victim service providers may offer these services via contract or by other 

means);  

(c) Mental health counseling and care—Mental health counseling and care, including, but not 
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§ 94.120 Allowable costs for activities supporting direct services.  

Supporting activities for which VOCA funds may be used include, but are not limited to, the 

following:  

(a) Coordination of activities—Coordination activities that facilitate the provision of direct 

services, include, but are not limited to, Statewide coordination of victim notification systems, 

crisis response teams, multidisciplinary teams, coalitions to support and assist victims, and 

other such programs, and salaries and expenses of such coordinators (Please note: due to the 

eligibility requirements of the VOCA Assistance Grant Program, this item is not intended to allow 

the funding of statewide coalitions that do not provide direct services);  

(b) Supervision of direct service providers—Payment of salaries and expenses of supervisory 

staff in a project, when the SAA determines that such staff are necessary and effectively 

facilitate the provision of direct services;  

(c) Multisystem, interagency, multidisciplinary response to crime victim needs—Activities that 

support a coordinated and comprehensive response to crime victims needs by direct service 

providers, including, but not limited to, payment of salaries and expenses of direct service staff 

serving on child and adult abuse multidisciplinary investigation and treatment teams, 

coordination with federal agencies to provide services to victims of federal crimes and/or 

participation on Statewide or other task forces, work groups, and committees to develop 

protocols, interagency, and other working agreements;  

(d) Contracts for professional services—Contracting for specialized professional services (e.g., 

psychological/psychiatric consultation, legal services, interpreters), at a rate not to exceed a 

reasonable market rate, that are not available within the organization;  

(e) Automated systems and technology—Subject to the provisions of the DOJ Grants Financial 

Guide and government wide grant rules relating to acquisition, use and disposition of property 

purchased with federal funds, procuring automated systems and technology that support 

delivery of direct services to victims (e.g., automated information and referral systems, email 

systems that allow communications among victim service providers, automated case-tracking 

and management systems, smartphones, computer equipment, and victim notification systems), 

including, but not limited to, procurement of personnel, hardware, and other items, as 

determined by the SAA after considering—  

1) Whether such procurement will enhance direct services,  

2) How any acquisition will be integrated into and/or enhance the program's current 

system,  

3) The cost of installation,  

4) The cost of training staff to use the automated systems and technology,  

5) The ongoing operational costs, such as maintenance agreements or supplies, and  



 

28 | P a g e  
 



 

29 | P a g e  
 

(f) Operating costs—Operating costs include but are not limited to—  

1) Supplies,  

2) Equipment use fees, 

3) Property insurance,  

4) Printing, photocopying, and postage,  

5) Courier service,  

6) Brochures that describe available services,  

7) Books and other victim-related materials,  

8) Computer backup files/tapes and storage,  

9) Security systems,  

10) Design and maintenance of Web sites and social media,  

11) Essential communication services, such as web hosts and mobile device services.  

 

(g) VOCA administrative time—Costs of administrative time spent performing the following:  

1) Completing VOCA-required time and attendance sheets and programmatic 

documentation, reports, and statistics,  

2) Collecting and maintaining crime victims' records,  

3) Conducting victim satisfaction surveys and needs assessments to improve victim 

services delivery in the project, and  

4) Funding the prorated share of audit costs.  

(h) Leasing or purchasing vehicles—Costs of leasing or purchasing vehicles, as 

determined by the SAA after considering, at a minimum, if the vehicle is essential to the 

provision of direct services;  

(i) Maintenance, repair, or replacement of essential items—Costs of maintenance, 

repair, and replacement of items that contribute to maintenance of a healthy or safe 

environment for crime victims (such as a furnace in a shelter; and routine maintenance, 

repair costs, and automobile insurance for leased vehicles), as determined by the SAA 

after considering, at a minimum, if other sources of funding are available;  

(j) Project evaluation—Costs of evaluations of specific projects (in order to determine 

effectiveness), within the limits set by SAAs (Please note: contact DCVAG for prior 

approval).  


