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INTRODUCTION

Intimate partner violence against women is all too common and takes many forms.1 The most serious is homicide 
by an intimate partner.2 Guns can easily turn domestic violence into domestic homicide. One federal study on 
homicide among intimate partners found that female intimate partners are more likely to be murdered with a 
firearm than all other means combined, concluding that “the figures demonstrate the importance of reducing 
access to firearms in households affected by IPV [intimate partner violence].”3 

Guns are also often used in non-fatal domestic violence. A study by Harvard School of Public Health researchers analyzed 
gun use at home and concluded that “hostile gun displays against family members may be more common than gun use in 
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SECTION ONE: NATIONAL DATA

When Men Murder Women offers both national and state-by-state statistics from FBI Supplementary 
Homicide Report data including charts listing the number and rate of female homicides by state and a 
chart ranking each state by rate. For the states with the 10 highest rates of females killed by males, data 
are broken out by: age and race of victim; type of weapon used; relationship of victim to offender; and, the 
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(0.52 per 100,000) females of any race to be murdered by a male offender. Nationally, the female homicide 
victimization rate was 1.28 per 100,000. Unfortunately, Hispanic ethnicity could not be determined on a national 
level because of the inadequacy of reporting and data collection.
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SECTION TWO: BLACK FEMALES

The disproportionate burden of fatal and nonfatal violence borne by Black females has almost always been 
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BLACK FEMALE HOMICIDE VICTIMS AND CIRCUMSTANCE  

The overwhelming majority of homicides of Black females by male offenders in single victim/single offender 
incidents in 2018 were not related to any other felony crime. Most often, Black females were killed by males 
in the course of an argument—most commonly with a firearm. In 2018, for the 438 homicides in which the 
circumstances between the Black female victim and male offender could be identified, 81 percent (355 out of 
438) were not related to the commission of any other felony.

Two-thirds of non-felony related homicides (238 out of 355) involved arguments between the Black female 
victim and male offender. Sixty percent (143 victims) were shot and killed with guns during those arguments.

SECTION THREE: LAWS THAT HELP PROTECT WOMEN FROM ABUSERS

 
In the 1990s, two major provisions were added to federal law to prevent domestic abusers from obtaining firearms.

In 1993, the late Senator Paul Wellstone (D-MN) attached an amendment to the Violent Crime Control and 
Law Enforcement Act to prohibit individuals who are the subject of a protective order involving domestic 
violence from buying or possessing firearms. The Wellstone amendment became law in 1994.16 

In 1996, the late Senator Frank Lautenberg (D-NJ) sponsored a provision prohibiting individuals with 
misdemeanor domestic violence convictions from purchasing or possessing firearms (those with felony 
domestic violence convictions are already precluded from firearms possession under a general provision 
prohibiting firearms possession by felons).17 

These laws are enforced in part by the Brady Law background checks performed on firearm transactions 
conducted through Federal Firearms License holders (FFLs). From November 30, 1998 to July 31, 2020, these 
two domestic violence prohibited categories accounted for 13 percent of rejected federal firearm transfers.18  

However, not all states make the records of domestic violence protective orders and misdemeanors available 
to the National Instant Criminal Background Check System (NICS), the computer system used to conduct 
the Brady Law background checks. Moreover, the U.S. Department of Justice has identified several common 
impediments to thorough checks of domestic violence records: incomplete automation; incomplete records; and, 
the inability to distinguish domestic violence misdemeanors from other misdemeanors. Moreover, to enhance 
enforcement of these life-saving measures it is important for states to adopt laws that mirror the federal laws 
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APPENDIX ONE: NUMBER OF FEMALES MURDERED BY MALES IN SINGLE VICTIM/ 
SINGLE OFFENDER HOMICIDES AND RATES BY STATE, 2018

State Ranking by Rate State
Number of  

Homicide Victims
Homicide Rate  

per 100,000 Females
NA Alabama NA NA

1 Alaska 12 3.40

17 Arizona 52 1.44

6 Arkansas 34 2.22

34 California 192 0.97

23 Colorado 38 1.34

32 Connecticut 19 1.04

19 Delaware 7 1.40

NA Florida NA NA

22 Georgia 74 1.37

41 Hawaii 6 0.85

26 (tie) Idaho 11 1.26

30 Illinois 70 1.08

20 Indiana 47 1.39

48 Iowa 6 0.38

14 Kansas 24 1.64

15 Kentucky 37 1.63

5 Louisiana 54 2.26

24 Maine 9 1.32

28 Maryland 39 1.25

46 Massachusetts 18 0.51

21 Michigan 70 1.38

42 Minnesota 22 0.78

16 Mississippi 24 1.56

2 Missouri 73 2.34

10 Montana 9 1.71

35 Nebraska 9 0.93

7 Nevada 33 2.18

38 (tie) New Hampshire 6 0.88

40 New Jersey 39 0.86

4 New Mexico 24 2.27

44 New York 69 0.69

33 North Carolina 55 1.03

8 North Dakota 8 2.16
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29 Ohio 67 1.12

3 Oklahoma 46 2.31

25 Oregon 27 1.28

18 Pennsylvania 93 1.42

45 Rhode Island 3 0.55

11 South Carolina 44 1.68

47 South Dakota 2 0.46

9 Tennessee 70 2.02

13 Texas 238 1.65

36 (tie) Utah 14 0.89

26 (tie)
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APPENDIX TWO: ADDITIONAL INFORMATION FOR THE 10 STATES WITH THE HIGHEST 
RATES OF FEMALES MURDERED BY MALES

ALASKA 
12 females were murdered by males in Alaska in 2018
The homicide rate among females murdered by males in Alaska was 3.40 per 100,000 in 2018

Ranked 1st in the United States
 
AGE 
For homicides in which the age of the victim was reported (9 homicides), 1 victim (11 percent) was less than 18 
years old. The average age was 34 years old.

RACE 
Out of 12 female homicide victims, 5 were white, 3 were Asian or Pacific Islander, 2 were American Indian or 
Alaskan Native, and 2 were Black.

MOST COMMON WEAPONS 

For homicides in which the weapon used could be identified, 42 percent of female victims (5 out of 12) were 
shot and killed with guns. Of these, 60 percent (3 victims) were killed with handguns. There were 2 females 
killed with knives or other cutting instruments, and 2 females killed by bodily force.  

VICTIM/OFFENDER RELATIONSHIP 

For homicides in which the victim to offender relationship could be identified, 92 percent of female victims (11 
out of 12) were murdered by someone they knew. One victim was killed by a stranger. Of the victims who knew 
their offenders, 27 percent (3 victims) were wives, common-law wives, ex-wives, or girlfriends of the offenders. 
Among the female intimates who were murdered, 33 percent (1 victim) were killed with a gun; which was a 
handgun.

CIRCUMSTANCE 

For homicides in which the circumstances could be identified, 90 percent (9 out of 10) were not related to the 
commission of any other felony. Of these, 22 percent (2 homicides) involved arguments between the victim 
and the offender.
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MISSOURI 
73 females were murdered by males in Missouri in 2018
The homicide rate among females murdered by males in Missouri was 2.34 per 100,000 in 2018

Ranked 2nd in the United States
 
AGE 

For homicides in which the age of the victim was reported (72 homicides), 4 victims (6 percent) were less than 18 
years old and 8 victims (11 percent) were 65 years of age or older. The average age was 41 years old.

RACE 
Out of 73 female homicide victims, 42 were white, 30 were Black, and 1 was of unknown race.

MOST COMMON WEAPONS 

For homicides in which the weapon used could be identified, 67 percent of female victims (44 out of 66) were shot 
and killed with guns. Of these, 73 percent (32 victims) were killed with handguns. There were 11 females killed with 
knives or other cutting instruments, 5 females killed by a blunt object, and 1 female killed by bodily force.  
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OKLAHOMA 
46 females were murdered by males in Oklahoma in 2018
The homicide rate among females murdered by males in Oklahoma was 2.31 per 100,000 in 2018
 
Ranked 3rd in the United States

AGE 
For homicides in which the age of the victim was reported (44 homicides), 2 victims (5 percent) were less than 
18 years old and 4 victims (9 percent) were 65 years of age or older. The average age was 40 years old.

RACE 
Out of 46 female homicide victims, 33 were white, 8 were Black, 2 were Asian or Pacific Islander, 2 were 
American Indian or Alaskan Native, and 1 was of unknown race.

MOST COMMON WEAPONS 

For homicides in which the weapon used could be identified, 58 percent of female victims (23 out of 40) 
were shot and killed with guns. Of these, 78 percent (18 victims) were killed with handguns. There were 5 
females killed with knives or other cutting instruments, 1 female killed by a blunt object, and 6 females killed 
by bodily force. 

VICTIM/OFFENDER RELATIONSHIP 

For homicides in which the victim to offender relationship could be identified, 97 percent of female victims (38 
out of 39) were murdered by someone they knew. One female victim was killed by a stranger. Of the victims 
who knew their offenders, 71 percent (27 victims) were wives, common-law wives, ex-wives, or girlfriends of 
the offenders. Among the female intimates who were murdered, 63 percent (17 victims) were killed with guns; 
71 percent of these (12 victims) were shot and killed with handguns. 

CIRCUMSTANCE 
For homicides in which the circumstances could be identified, 79 percent (30 out of 38) were not related to the 
commission of any other felony. Of these, 43 percent (13 homicides) involved arguments between the victim 
and the offender.
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LOUISIANA 
54 females were murdered by males in Louisiana in 2018
The homicide rate among females murdered by males in Louisiana was 2.26 per 100,000 in 2018
 
Ranked 5th in the United States 

AGE 
For homicides in which the age of the victim was reported (52 homicides), 2 victims (4 percent) were less than 
18 years old, and 6 victims (12 percent) were 65 years of age or older. The average age was 38 years old.

RACE 
Out of 54 female homicide victims, 34 were Black, 19 were white, and 1 was of unknown race.

MOST COMMON WEAPONS 

For homicides in which the weapon used could be identified, 67 percent of female victims (34 out of 51) 
were shot and killed with guns. Of these, 68 percent (23 victims) were killed with handguns. There were 
7 females killed with knives or other cutting instruments, 5 females killed by a blunt object, and 3 females 
killed by bodily force. 

VICTIM/OFFENDER RELATIONSHIP 

For homicides in which the victim to offender relationship could be identified, 100 percent of female victims 
(50 out of 50) were murdered by someone they knew. No female victims were killed by strangers. Of the 
victims who knew their offenders, 64 percent (32 victims) were wives, common-law wives, ex-wives, or 
girlfriends of the offenders. Among the female intimates who were murdered, 69 percent (22 victims) were 
killed with guns; 68 percent of these (15 victims) were shot and killed with handguns.  

CIRCUMSTANCE 

For homicides in which the circumstances could be identified, 83 percent (38 out of 46) were not related to the 
commission of any other felony. Of these, 61 percent (23 homicides) involved arguments between the victim 
and the offender.
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ARKANSAS 
34 females were murdered by males in Arkansas in 2018
The homicide rate among females murdered by males in Arkansas was 2.22 per 100,000 in 2018
 
Ranked 6th in the United States

AGE 
For homicides in which the age of the victim was reported (32 homicides), 3 victims (9 percent) were less than 
18 years old. The average age was 38 years old.

RACE 
Out of 34 female homicide victims, 20 were white and 14 were Black.

MOST COMMON WEAPONS 

For homicides in which the weapon used could be identified, 68 percent of female victims (17 out of 25) 
were shot and killed with guns. Of these, 53 percent (9 victims) were killed with handguns. There were 2 
females killed with knives or other cutting instruments and 4 females killed by bodily force.  

VICTIM/OFFENDER RELATIONSHIP 

For homicides in which the victim to offender relationship could be identified, 96 percent of female victims (26 
out of 27) were murdered by someone they knew. One female victim was killed by a stranger. Of the victims 
who knew their offenders, 62 percent (16 victims) were wives, common-law wives, ex-wives, or girlfriends of 
the offenders. Among the female intimates who were murdered, 63 percent (10 victims) were killed with guns; 
50 percent of these (5 victims) were shot and killed with handguns.  

CIRCUMSTANCE 

For homicides in which the circumstances could be identified, 79 percent (19 out of 24) were not related to the 
commission of any other felony. Of these, 53 percent (10 homicides) involved arguments between the victim 
and the offender.
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NEVADA 
33 females were murdered by males in Nevada in 2018
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NORTH DAKOTA 
8 females were murdered by males in North Dakota in 2018
The homicide rate among females murdered by males in North Dakota was 2.16 per 100,000 in 2018
 
Ranked 8th in the United States

AGE 
For homicides in which the age of the victim was reported (6 homicides), 1 victim (17 percent) was 65 years of 
age or older. The average age was 33 years old.

RACE 
Out of 8 female homicide victims, 4 were American Indian or Alaskan Native, 3 were white, and 1 was Asian or 
Pacific Islander.

MOST COMMON WEAPONS 

For homicides in which the weapon used could be identified, 75 percent of female victims (6 out of 8) were 
shot and killed with guns. Of these, 100 percent (6 victims) were killed with handguns. There were 2 females 
killed by bodily force.  

VICTIM/OFFENDER RELATIONSHIP 

For homicides in which the victim to offender relationship could be identified, 100 percent of female victims 
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TENNESSEE
70 females were murdered by males in Tennessee in 2018
The homicide rate among females murdered by males in Tennessee was 2.02 per 100,000 in 2018
 
Ranked 9th in the United States

AGE 
For homicides in which the age of the victim was reported (70 homicides), 3 victims (4 percent) were less than 
18 years old and 5 victims (7 percent) were 65 years of age or older. The average age was 40 years old.

RACE 
Out of 70 female homicide victims, 40 were white and 30 were Black.

MOST COMMON WEAPONS 

For homicides in which the weapon used could be identified, 68 percent of female victims (42 out of 62) 
were shot and killed with guns. Of these, 64 percent (27 victims) were killed with handguns. There were 
6 females killed with knives or other cutting instruments, 5 females killed by a blunt object, and 4 females 
killed by bodily force.  

VICTIM/OFFENDER RELATIONSHIP 

For homicides in which the victim to offender relationship could be identified, 86 percent of female victims (55 
out of 64) were murdered by someone they knew. Nine female victims were killed by strangers. Of the victims 
who knew their offenders, 71 percent (39 victims) were wives, common-law wives, ex-wives, or girlfriends of 
the offenders. Among the female intimates who were murdered, 64 percent (25 victims) were killed with guns; 
76 percent of these (19 victims) were shot and killed with handguns. 

CIRCUMSTANCE 
For homicides in which the circumstances could be identified, 87 percent (40 out of 46) were not related to 
the commission of any other felony. Of these, 73 percent (29 homicides) involved arguments between the 
victim and the offender.
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MONTANA 
9 females were murdered by males in Montana in 2018
The homicide rate among females murdered by males in Montana was 1.71 per 100,000 in 2018
 
Ranked 10th in the United States

AGE 
The average age was 37 years old.

RACE 
Out of 9 female homicide victims, 7 were white and 2 were American Indian or Alaskan Native.

MOST COMMON WEAPONS 

For homicides in which the weapon used could be identified, 71 percent of female victims (5 out of 7) were 
shot and killed with guns. Of these, 60 percent (3 victims) were killed with handguns. There was 1 female 
killed by bodily force.

VICTIM/OFFENDER RELATIONSHIP 

For homicides in which the victim to offender relationship could be identified, 88 percent of female victims (7 
out of 8) were murdered by someone they knew. One female victim was killed by a stranger. Of the victims 
who knew their offenders, 86 percent (6 victims) were wives, common-law wives, ex-wives, or girlfriends of 
the offenders. Among the female intimates who were murdered, 67 percent (4 victims) were killed with guns; 
50 percent of these (2 victims) were shot and killed with handguns.  

CIRCUMSTANCE 
For homicides in which the circumstances could be identified, 86 percent (6 out of 7) were not related to the 
commission of any other felony. Of these, 67 percent (4 homicides) involved arguments between the victim 
and the offender.



21   |   VIOLENCE POLICY CENTER      WHEN MEN MURDER WOMEN

UNITED STATES 
1,946 females were murdered by males in the United States in 2018
The homicide rate among females murdered by males in the United States was 1.28 per 100,000 in 2018

AGE 
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UNDERSTANDING THE STATISTICS
This analysis of female homicide victims in the United States is limited to cases involving one female victim and one 
male offender. Supplemental data on age and race of victim, the type of weapon used, the relationship of victim to 
offender, and the circumstances of the murder are provided for each state as follows:

RATES 
Rates of females killed by males in single victim/single offender incidents by state were computed using 
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